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THIS DOCUMENT DESCRIBES A COOPERATIVE TUTORIAL 
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South-Western City Schools 
Grove City, Ohio 
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The Elementary-Secondary Education Act, 1965, Title III 
United States Office of Education 
Washington, D.C. 
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Copies of This Book May Be Obtained 

from 



South-Western City Schools 
3708 South Broadway 
Grove City, Ohio 
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INTRODUCTION 



Educators are now sensing problems and immediate 
needs of students more than ever before. There is a 
growing awareness that education must not confine itself 
to the cognitive approach. It must incorporate both 
emotional and imaginative experiences in the process of 
intellectual discovery and learning if it is to help 
students develop into self-actualizing individuals. If 
the school is to make this kind of coordinated approach, 
its teachers must^ understand the Instructional objec- 
tives and procedures required to implement it. 

The South-Western City School District has been very 
fortunate in having a project, namely, the Teen Tutorial 
Program, which is based on respect for the dignity and 
worth of the individual and incorporates emotional and 
imaginative experiences in intellectual discovery and 
learning. The program is designed to help young teen- 
agers understand themselves and how to relate to others. 
Built into it is provision for interaction between seventh 
graders and kindergartners, seventh graders and their 
peers, and seventh graders and members of the teaching 
team. The seventh grader begins to understand not only 
his own problems but also problems of others in a complex 
society. As his concerns broaden and deepen, he sees a 
need for learning and becomes actively involved in the 
teaching- learning process . 

South-Western is currently attempting to help its 
teachers fully understand the importance of the effective 
domain in learning. We are much impressed with the 
results of the Teen Tutorial Program and we are supporting 
it to the point of including it as a vital part of the 
instructional program in South-Western City Schools. 



Martin L. Stahl, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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The major purpose of this publication is to tell the 
story of the Teen Tutorial Program — the objectives, the 
educational setting, the learning experiences, the rela- 
tionship of the Teen Tutors to the kindergarteners , the 
teaching team, the outcomes, and the suggestions for 
adapting the Program to other school districts. An effort 
has been made to "tell the story as it actually happened." 
There were successes but there were also disappointments. 
Any one who thinks this project has merit and that it can 
be adapted for his own school setting is entitled to know 
how to avoid the mistakes and take advantage of the 
strengths , 

is 

For the most part, this story is a behavioral account. 
Financing, adequate space, techniques, and educational 
hardware were important'. However, each of these items had 
to be interpreted, implemented, and used by people. The 
arena of action involved the helping relationship between 
seventh graders and kindergarten youngsters, parents, 
school administrators, (the teaching team, the supervisor 
and the associate supervisor, the consultants, and other 
members of the Advisory Committee. The major objective of 
the project was behavioral: To what extent, if any, would 
teen-agers change in behavior (self-concept, attitudes 
toward parents, siblings, school and vocational goals) as 
a result of professionally planned and supervised learning 
experiences with pre-school youngsters? 

Even the educational setting of the project had 
special behavioral overtones. Finland Elementary and 
Junior High Schools are located in a low-income neighbor- 
hood — not in plush suburbia. Many of the families are one- 
parent structures. Both husband and wife work in many 
situations. There is social distance between home and 
school — even suspicion and hostility. There is lack of 
communication among families. There is also a high inci- 
dence of vandalism; the two schools have recorded many 
illegal entries and thefts. 

From the starting point (Pilot Phase No. 1 in 1967) 
neither the project innovator nor any of the staff had any 
pre-conceived notions that the Teen Tutorial Program would 
end in a sunburst of glory and revolutionize the public 
school approach to learning in the United States . Many of 
us who worked with project did realize, however, that here 
was an opportunity to demonstrate a different approach to 
the learning of teen-agers. Thorndike’s old but effective 
construct was at the center of this approach, namely, if 
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you want some^one to learn something, arrange for him to 
do it, and then reinforce it. 

Involvement of the learner (teen-ager) with a younger 
person (kindergartner) with whom he was working directly 
was another positive psychological consideration. Instead 
of the school doing something to or for the teen-ager, the 
effort was to help him help himself via the behavioral 
learning experience. Relating the ideas of the classroom 
to working with and understanding the kindergartner caused 
the school program to take on new meaning, a personaliza- 
tion of ideas and concepts for the teen-ager. 

We hope school teachers, counselors, and administra- 
tors will find this publication useful. Parents of teen- 
agers may find some useful ideas which they can relate to 
their sons and daughters. 
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